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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 



1 1. Adapted for a network including a client and a 

2 plurality of local domains including at least a first local 

3 domain and a second local domain, a method comprising: 

4 segmenting content including a Base Uniform Resource 

5 Identifier (URI) into multiple packets by a personal content 

6 director of the first local domain, a first packet of the 

7 multiple packets including the Base URI; 

8 transmitting the first packet of the multiple packets by 
,9 the personal content director of the first local domain to at 
lb least a personal content director for the second local domain; 
it substituting the Base URI for a HyperText Markup Language 
|f (HTML) Base tag within each of the first packets by the personal 
ia content directors of at least the first and second local 

fl domains; and 

t-S transmitting the first packets with the HTML Base tags by 

|| the personal content directors to the client. 

3 2. The method of claim 1, wherein prior to segmenting the 

2 content, the method further comprises: 

3 retrieving content by the personal content director at the 

4 first local domain. 

1 3. The method of claim 2, wherein the Base URI being an 

2 Uniform Resource Identifier (URI) provided by an initial request 

3 by the client causing retrieval of the content by the personal 

4 content director at the first local domain. 

1 4. The method of claim 1, wherein the multiple packets 

2 are Transmission Control Protocol (TCP) packets. 
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1 5. The method of claim 1, wherein transmission of the 

2 first packet between the personal content director at the first 

3 local domain and at least the personal content director at the 

4 second local domain is made over an authenticated communication 

5 link. 

1 6. The method of claim 1, wherein the HTML Base tag 

2 substituted within the first packet transmitted by the personal 

3 content director of the first local domain points to the first 

4 local domain. 

5 7. The method of claim 6, wherein the HTML Base tag 

9 substituted within the first packet transmitted by the personal 

M content director of the second local domain points to the second 

l4 local domain. 

»* — 

a 8. The method of claim 1, wherein the first packets with 

^1 the HTML Base tags are simultaneously transmitted by the 

-3 personal content directors. 

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the first packets with 

2 the HTML Base tags are transmitted by the personal content 

3 directors substantially concurrent to each other. 

1 10. The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

2 incorporating an earliest first packet received by the 

3 client from the plurality of personal content directors into a 

4 data stream and disregarding the later received first packets. 

1 11. The method of claim 10 further comprising: 
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2 accessing the local domain associated with the personal 

3 content director that transmitted the first packet earliest 

4 received by the client for subsequent data requests. 

1 12. Adapted for performing proximity measurements over a 

2 network including a client and a plurality of local domains, a 

3 method comprising: 

4 retrieving a file by logic within a first local domain of 

5 the plurality of local domains, the file including a plurality 

6 of links for downloadable streaming media; 

7 transmitting a copy of the file from the first local domain 
% to at least a second local domain of the plurality of local 

P domains; 

2 at each local domain, translating at least one link of the 

ft plurality of links to point to that corresponding local domain; 
n transmitting the file and at least the copy of the file to 

13 the client for determining one of the plurality of local domains 

^ being most proximate to the client. 

Q 13. The method of claim 12, wherein the file is configured 

2 in an ASX metafile format. 

1 14. The method of claim 12, wherein the translation of the 

2 at least one link of the plurality of links is conducted in 

3 accordance with predetermined link translation rules. 

1 15. The method of claim 12, wherein the transmission of 

. 2 the file between the plurality of local domains is made over an 

3 established, authenticated communication link. 
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1 16. The method of claim 12, wherein at least the file and 

2 the copy of the file are simultaneously transmitted from the 

3 plurality of local domains. 

1 17. The method of claim 12 further comprising: 

2 incorporating an earliest one of the file and the copy of 
,3 the file received by the client into a data stream and 

4 disregarding the later received one of the file and the copy of 

5 the file. 

14 18. The method of claim 17 further comprising: 

3 accessing the local domain associated with the earliest 

H w U ft 

y received one of the file and the copy of the file for subsequent 

M- downloads of the streaming media by the client. 

1- 3 

— «t. 

-1 19. Adapted for performing proximity measurements over a 

5 network including a client and a plurality of local domains, a 

^% method comprising: 

(a) retrieving a file by logic within a first local domain 
of the plurality of local domains, the file including a 

6 plurality of links for downloadable streaming media; 

7 (b) establishing groupings of unique links from the 

8 plurality of links, each grouping including at least one link of 

9 the plurality of links; 

10 (c) creating a redirect packet for a first grouping; 

11 (d) transmitting the redirect packet for the first grouping 

12 to at least a second local domain of the plurality of local 

13 domains; 

14 (e) at each local domain, translating a location field of 

15 the redirect packet to point to that local domain; 
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16 (f) transmitting the redirect packets from the local 

17 domains to the client for determining one of the plurality of 

18 local domains being most proximate to the client for downloading 

19 the streaming media associated with the first grouping. 

1 20. The method of claim 19, further comprising: 

2 continuing the operations of (c) - (f ) of each of the 

3 remaining groupings . 
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